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WILDERNESS SUITABILITY REVIEW 

MANDATES 

S e c t i o n   1 3 1 7 ( a )   o f  ANILCA d i r e c t s   t h a t  a rev iew be made o f   t h e   s u i t a b i l i t y   o r  
n o n s u i t a b i l i t y   f o r   p r e s e r v a t i o n  as w i l d e r n e s s   o f   a l l   l a n d s   w i t h i n   p r e s e r v e  
u n i t   b o u n d a r i e s   n o t  so des igna ted   by   t he   ac t .   Sec t i on   1317(b )   spec i f i es   t ha t  
" the   Secre tary   sha l l   conduct   h is   rev iew,  and t h e   P r e s i d e n t   s h a l l   a d v i s e   t h e  

a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   s e c t i o n s   3 ( c )  and ( d )   o f   t h e   W i l d e r n e s s  
United  States  Senate and House o f  Representat ives o f   h i s  recommendations, i n  

Act." The r e v i e w   i s   t o  be completed  by December 2, 1985.  This s u i t a b i l i t y  
review  meets  the  requirements o f  ANILCA. 

Recommendations on   whe the r   t o   des igna te   su i tab le   a reas   as   w i l de rness  will be 
made f o l l o w i n g   c o m p l e t i o n   o f   t h e   g e n e r a l  management p lan.  An environmental  
impact  statement (EIS) will be prepared  as  par t  o f   t h e   w i l d e r n e s s  
recommendation  process. The p u b l i c  will have   an   oppor tun i t y   t o   rev iew  and 
comment on  these  recommendations, and pub l i c   hea r ings  will be  held. Upon 
c o m p l e t i o n   o f   t h e  E I S  and s e c r e t a r i a l   r e v i e w ,   t h e   p r e s i d e n t  will make h i s  
recommendations t o  Congress. 

WILDERNESS SUITABILITY CRITERIA 

The Wi lderness   Ac t   o f   1964  de f ines   w i lderness   as   fo l lows:  

A wi lderness, i n  con t ras t   w i th   t hose   a reas  where man and h i s  own 
works  dominate  the  landscape, i s  hereby  recognized as  an  area  where 
t h e   e a r t h  and i t s  community o f   l i f e  are  untrammeled  by man, where * 
man h i m s e l f   i s  a v i s i t o r  who does not  remain.  An area of 
w i l d e r n e s s   i s   f u r t h e r   d e f i n e d   t o  mean i n   t h i s   A c t  an  area of 
undeve loped   fede ra l   l and   re ta in ing   i t s   p r imeva l   cha rac te r   and  
in f luence,   wi thout   permanent   improvements  or  human h a b i t a t i o n ,  
which i s   p r o t e c t e d  and managed so as t o   p r e s e r v e   i t s   n a t u r a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  and which (1) genera l l y   appears   to   have been a f f e c t e d  
p r i m a r i l y   b y   t h e   f o r c e s   o f   n a t u r e ,   w i t h   t h e   i m p r i n t   o f  man's  work 
subs tan t i a l l y   unno t i ceab le ;  ( 2 )  has o u t s t a n d i n g   o p p o r t u n i t i e s   f o r  
s o l i t u d e   o r  a p r i m i t i v e  and u n c o n f i n e d   t y p e   o f   r e c r e a t i o n ;   ( 3 )   h a s  

make p r a c t i c a b l e   i t s  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and use i n  an unimpai red 
a t   l e a s t   f i v e  thousand acres o f   l a n d  o r   i s  o f   s u f f i c e n t  s i z e  as t o  

c o n d i t i o n ;  and (4 )  may a l s o   c o n t a i n   e c o l o g i c a l ,   g e o l o g i c a l ,  or  
o t h e r   f e a t u r e s   o f   s c i e n t i f i c ,   e d u c a t i o n a l ,   s c e n i c ,   o r   h i s t o r i c a l  
value. 

W i l d e r n e s s   s u i t a b i l i t y   c r i t e r i a  were  developed t h a t   r e f l e c t   t h e   d e f i n i t i o n   o f  
w i l de rness   con ta ined   i n   t he   W i lde rness   Ac t  and t h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f  ANILCA 
s p e c i f i c   t o   w i l d e r n e s s   a r e a s   i n   A l a s k a .  These c r i t e r i a  were a p p l i e d   t o   a l l  

des ignat ion .  These c r i t e r i a   r e l a t e   t o   t h e   p h y s i c a l   c h a r a c t e r   o f   t h e   l a n d   a n d  
nonwi lderness  lands i n  t h e   p r e s e r v e   t o   d e t e r m i n e   t h e i r   s u i t a b i l i t y   f o r  

wi lderness and s t a t e  and loca l   conce rns   w i th   w i l de rness  management will b e  
cu r ren t   l and   s ta tus .   O the r   f ac to rs  such  as  appropr ia teness  for  management a s  

cons idered  dur ing   the   fo rmula t ion   o f   the   recommendat ions .  
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All future  wilderness recommendations wil l   recognize  val id   exis t ing  r ights  
including  rights-of-way  under RS 2477. 

The fo l lowing   c r i te r ia  were  used in   determining  the  sui tabi l i ty  or 
nonsui tabi l i ty   for   wilderness   designat ion:  

Table 9. Cr i t e r i a  Used in  Determining  Wilderness  Suitability 

Sui table  
for  

Not Sui t -   Sui ta-  

Description  of Land or   Act ivi ty  
able   for  

Wilderness  Wilderness  Pendinq 
bi l  i t y  

Land Status  Federal X 

Mining 

Roads 
and 
ORV 
T ra i l s  

or   se lec t ion  
Federal,  under  application 

S t a t e  and private  land 
patented and t en ta t ive ly  
approved 

subsurface  es ta te  
Private  ownership  of 

Areas  with  minor ground 

mining a c t i v i t i e s  
disturbances from past 

Areas  with  major  past 
ground disturbances 
from  mining a c t i v i t i e s  

Current  mining a c t i v i t i e s  
and ground disturbances 

X 

X 

Unimproved roads  or O R V  X 
t r a i l s .  t h a t  a r e  unused or 
l i t t l e  used by motor 
vehicles 

Improved roads  or O R V  
t r a i l s   r e g u l a r l y  used by 
motor vehicles  

X 

Airs t r ip s  Unimproved or minimally 
improved and maintained 

Improved and maintained 

X 

X 
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Cabins  Uninhabited  structures; X 

cabins 
hunter,   hiker and patrol 

Inhabited  as a primary 
place  of  residence 

S ize  o f  Greater  than  5,000  acres X 
U n i t  

wi lderness ,   or   of  a 
ad jacent   to   ex is t ing  

manageable s i ze  

Less  than 5,000 ac re s  
o r   o f  unmanageable size 

X 

X 

LANDS  SUBJECT TO REVIEW 

O f  the  approximately 6.5 mill ion  acres  comprising Noatak  National  Preserve, 
approximately 5.8 mil l ion  acres  were designated  as   wilderness  by  ANILCA. The 
remaining  lands  consisting of over 759,000 ac re s  i n  the  southwest  portion  of 
the   p reserve   a re   subjec t   to   the   wi lderness   su i tab i l i ty   rev iew  requi red  by 
sec t ion  1317. 

All federal  lands  determined suitable for   wilderness   designat ion will be 
managed under the terms  of ANILCA to  maintain  the  wilderness   character  and 
va lues   o f   the   l ands  u n t i l  designation recommendations  have been proposed’and 
Congress  has  acted on these  proposals.  

WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREAS AND SUITABILITY  DETERMINATION 

Using the  above c r i t e r i a ,   a l l   o f   t he   nonwi lde rness   f ede ra l  lands within the  
preserve have been determined  suitable  for  wilderness  designation based on 
their  present  undeveloped and unimpaired s t a t e .  There a r e  no major past o r  
cu r ren t  m i n i n g  developments, improved roads or ATV t r a i l s ,  improved or 
maintained  a i rs t r ips ,   or   inhabi ted  cabins  on the   federa l   l ands   subjec t   to  
t h i s  review. However, 288,717 acres  have been se lec ted  by regional and 
vil lage  native  corporations  under  terms  of ANCSA (see  Land S ta tus  map). 
Whether these  lands will be transferred  out  of  federal   ownership is  uncertain 
a t   t h i s  time. 

For purposes  of th i s  s u i t a b i l i t y  review, two preliminary  wilderness  study 
areas-- those  lands  under   select ion  (sui tabi l i ty   pending)  and t h o s e   t h a t  will  
d e f i n i t e l y  remain in  federal  ownership  (suitable)--have been iden t i f i ed  and 
analyzed  (see  Wilderness  Suitability map). A de t e rmina t ion   o f   su i t ab i l i t y  
does  not   affect  any  pending  land se l ec t ions   o r   o the r   p r io r   ex i s t ing   l and  
disposal   act ions.  

Area 1 (approximately 290,000 acres )  - These a re   the   l ands   se lec ted  by 

River i n  the  southwestern-most  portion o f  the  preserve and cons i s t  
the  nat ive  corporat ions and ind iv idua ls ;   they   a re   eas t   o f   the  Noatak 

primarily  of  bottomlands  along  the  river.  In  the  southern  portion  they 
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t a k e   i n  a p o r t i o n   o f   t h e   I g i c h u k   H i l l s .  They a l s o  encompass t h e  
downstream  port ions o f   t h e  Agashashok  and Eli r i v e r   d r a i n a g e s .  They a r e  
undeveloped and would, i f  re ta ined   i n   f ede ra l   ownersh ip ,  complement t h e  

a r e   u n s u i t a b l e  i f  conveyed o u t   o f   f e d e r a l   o w n e r s h i p  and s u i t a b l e  i f  
a d j o i n i n g   p r e s e r v e   l a n d s   t o   t h e   e a s t .  The l a n d s   o r  any p o r t i o n s   t h e r e o f  

re ta ined   i n   f ede ra l   ownersh ip .  These lands   a re  shown as " S u i t a b i l i t y  
Pend ing"   on   the   Wi lderness   Su i tab i l i t y  map. 

upst ream  por t ions o f   t h e  Agashashok and Eli r ive r   d ra inages   as   .we l l  as 
Area 2 (approx imate ly  469,000 acres)  - These lands encompass t h e  

t h e r e f o r e ,   s u i t a b l e   f o r   f u r t h e r   c o n s i d e r a t i o n   a s   w i l d e r n e s s .  As such, 
the  southern end o f   t h e  Maiyumerak  Mountains. They are  undeveloped  and, 

w i l de rness   l ands   t o   t he   no r th .  These  lands  are shown as  "Sui tab le"   on 
t h e y   a r e  a l o g i c a l   g e o g r a p h i c   e x t e n s i o n   o f   t h e   a l r e a d y   d e s i g n a t e d  

t h e   W i l d e r n e s s   S u i t a b i l i t y  map. 

Changes i n   l a n d   s t a t u s   o c u r r i n g   o r   l i k e l y   t o   o c c u r  between now and when 
future  wi lderness  recommendat ions  are made t o   t h e  Congress will b e   r e f l e c t e d  
i n  those  recomnendations. All future  wi lderness  recommendations will be made 
s u b j e c t   t o   v a l i d   e x i s t i n g   r i g h t s .  
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NOATAK NATIONAL PRESERVE 
WILDERNESS 
SUITABILITY 
Noatak National Preserve 

180~800ll 
ARO SEP84 

DESIGNATED  WILDERNESS 

..... WILDERNESS  SUITABILITY ::. PENDING (AREA 1) 

. . .  

NOTE: SMALL  TRACT  ENTRIES ARE NOT 
SHOWN ON THIS  MAP - HOWEVER IT SHOULD 
BE NOTED  THAT  PRIVATE  LANDS ARE NOT 
SUITABLE FOR WILDERNESS  DESIGNATION. 
SEE LAND  STATUS  MAP. 
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A d d i t i o n s   t o   t h e   p a r k / p r e s e r v e  or acqu is i t ions   tha t   a re   w i th in   the  
congress iona l l y   es tab l i shed  w i lderness   boundary   w i l l   au tomat ica l l y  become 
wi lderness  upon  acquis i t ion,   pursuant   to   sect ion  103(c)   o f   ANILCA. 

unit l ands   o f  t h e  same designat ion.  
Lands  added o r   acqu i red   w i l l   be   managed  in the same  manner  as  other 

Insuff ic ient   informat ion  is  avai lable  upon  which  to  make  recommendat ions 
fo r   o ther   park /p reserve   boundary   changes  a t   th is   t ime.   Needed 
in format ion  inc ludes  resource  inventor ies,   subs is tence  use  records,   and 
reso lu t ion  of l and   en t i t l emen ts .   Th i s   i n fo rma t ion   w i l l   be   ga the red   t h rough  
p ro jec ts   i den t i f i ed  in the  park/preserve  resource  management   p lan.  
Based on th i s   i n fo rma t ion ,   o the r   boundary   ad jus tmen ts   may   be   p roposed  
in future  management   p lans.  

Boundary   ad jus tmen ts   w i l l   a l so   be   cons ide red   as   pa r t  of f u t u r e   l a n d  
exchanges  shou ld   federa l   land   on   the   ou ter   edges   o f   the   park /p reserve   be  
exchanged for nonfedera l   land  e lsewhere in the   a rea  (e .g. ,  exchang ing  
f e d e r a l   l a n d   n o r t h   o f   t h e   C o p p e r   R i v e r   b e t w e e n   I n d i a n   C r e e k   a n d   t h e  
S lana  R iver   fo r   s ta te   land  in the   Ch i t ina   Va l ley ) .   In   such  exchanges,  
removal   o f   the  nonfedera l   ho ld ings  that   become  located  a t   the  edge  o f   the 
park/preserve  could  fac i l i ta te   management  by b o t h   t h e   n o n f e d e r a l   i n t e r e s t  
and  the   Nat iona l   Park   Serv ice .  

WILDERNESS  SUITABILITY 

Approx imate ly  9,687,000 acres   o f   w i lderness   were   des ignated  by ANILCA 
in the   pa rk /p rese rve ,   l eav ing   abou t  3,498,000 acres  as  nondi lderness.  

boundar ies .   Nonfedera l   lands   w i th in   the   w i lderness   boundary   a re   no t  
(These   a re   t he   g ross   ac reages   w i th in   t he   w i l de rness   and   nonw i lde rness  

p a r t   o f   t h e   d e s i g n a t e d   w i l d e r n e s s . )  

Sect ion  1317(a)   o f   ANILCA  d i rects   that  a r e v i e w   b e   m a d e   o f   t h e   s u i t a b i l i t y  
o r   nonsu i tab i l i t y   f o r   p rese rva t i on   as   w i l de rness   o f   a l l   l ands   no t  so 
designated by the   ac t .   Sec t ion   1317(b)   spec i f ies   tha t   " the   Secre tary   sha l l  
c o n d u c t   h i s   r e v i e w ,   a n d   t h e   P r e s i d e n t   s h a l l   a d v i s e   t h e   U n i t e d   S t a t e s  
Senate   and  House  o f   Representa t ives   o f   h is   recommendat ions ,  in 
acco rdance   w i th   t he   p rov i s ions  of sect ions  3(c)   and (d) o f   the   Wi lderness  
Ac t . "  . 

T h e  Wi lderness   Ac t   o f  1964 def ines  wi lderness  as  fo l lows: 

and h i s  o w n   w o r k s  dominate t h e  landscape, i s   h e r e b y  
(3) (c)  A wi lderness,  in con t ras t  w i t h  those  areas where  man 

recogn ized  as   an   a rea   where   the   ear th   and  i t s   communi ty   o f   l i fe  
are  unt rammeled by man,  where  man  himself  is a v i s i t o r   who  
does  not   remain.  An a r e a   o f   w i l d e r n e s s   i s   f u r t h e r   d e f i n e d   t o  
mean in th is   Ac t   an   a rea   o f   undeve loped  Federa l   land   re ta in ing  
i t s   p r imeva l   charac ter   and  in f luence,   w i thout   permanent  

managed so as t o  p r e s e r v e   i t s   n a t u r a l   c o n d i t i o n s   a n d  wh ich  
improvements o r  human  habi ta t ion,   which  is   protected a n d  
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forces of n a t u r e ,   w i t h   t h e   i m p r i n t  of man 's   work   subs tan t ia l l y  
(1) genera l l y   appears   t o   have   been   a f fec ted   p r imar i l y  by the 

unnot iceable;  (2) has   ou ts tand ing   oppor tun i t i es   f o r   so l i t ude   o r  a 

f i ve   t housand   ac res   o f   l and   o r   i s  of suf f ic ient   s ize  as  to   make 
p r im i t i ve   and   uncon f ined   t ype   o f   rec rea t i on ;  ( 3 )  has  a t   least  

p rac t i cab le   i t s   p rese rva t i on   and   use  in an  un impai red  condi t ion;  
and (4) may  also  contain  ecological ,   geological ,   or   other 
features  o f   sc ient i f ic ,   educat ional ,   scenic ,   or   h is tor ica l   va lue.  

Wi lderness   rev iew  c r i te r ia   spec i f i c   to   Wrange l l -S t .   E l ias   were   deve loped 
t h a t   r e f l e c t   t h e   a c t ' s   d e f i n i t i o n  of w i lderness .   These  c r i te r ia   were   app l ied  
to   a l l   nonwi lderness   lands  in t h e   p a r k / p r e s e r v e   t o   d e t e r m i n e   t h e i r  
su i tab i l i t y .  

Land  S ta tus  
Federal   land - su i tab le  
Federal   land  under  appl icat ion,   unpatented  mining  c la ims,  and 

cemetery   and  h is to r ic   s i tes  - unsu i tab le  if c o n v e y e d   o r  
pa ten ted   in to   nonfedera l   ownersh ip ;   may  be   su i tab le  if 
re ta ined in fede ra l   ownersh ip  

( i n c l u d e s   l a n d s   t e n t a t i v e l y   a p p r o v e d   o r   i n t e r i m l y   c o n v e y e d )  
Patented  land - unsu i tab le  

Mining  Development 
Areas   o f   m inor   pas t   ac t i v i t ies   and  d is tu rbance  and  se ismic   l ine  

A reas   o f   ma jo r   pas t   and   cu r ren t   ac t i v i t i es  - unsu i tab le  
scars - su i tab le 

Roads   and   ATV  T ra i l s  
Un improved   and   unused   o r   l i t t l e   used   roads   o r   ATV  t ra i l s  - 
I m p r o v e d   a n d   r e g u l a r l y   u s e d   r o a d s   o r   A T V   t r a i l s  - unsu i tab le  

su i tab le 

L a n d i n g   s t r i p s  
U n i m p r o v e d   o r   m i n i m a l l y   i m p r o v e d   s t r i p s  - su i tab le  
Improved  and  ma in ta ined  s t r ips  - unsu i tab le  

Cabins 
U n i n h a b i t e d   s t r u c t u r e s ;   h u n t e r ,   h i k e r ,   a n d   p a t r o l   c a b i n s  - 
Inhab i ted   s t ruc tu res   as  a p r imary   p lace   o f   res idence  - 

su i tab le  

unsu i tab le  

Size of U n i t s  
Grea te r   t han  5,000 acres,   ad jacent   to   ex is t ing  wi lderness or of 

Less   t han  5,000 acres  or   o f   an  unmanageable  s ize - unsu i tab le  
a manageable  size - su i tab le  

His tor ic   and  Archeologica l   S i tes 
S i t e s   n o t   c u r r e n t l y   u s e d  or i n t e n d e d   f o r   p r i m a r y   v i s i t o r   u s e  - 
Pr imary   v i s i t o r   a t t rac t i ons  - unsu i tab le  

su i tab le 
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Much   o f   t he   nonw i lde rness   l and   i s   no t  in federa l   ownersh ip ,   and  as   such 
does   no t   qua l i f y   fo r   w i lderness   des ignat ion .  Some of the   nonwi lderness  
lands   a re   under   app l i ca t ion ,   and if r e l i n q u i s h e d   o r   d e t e r m i n e d   i n v a l i d ,  
may  qua l i f y   fo r   w i lderness   des ignat ion  in the fu tu re .   Changes  in land 
s t a t u s   o c c u r r i n g   o r   l i k e l y   t o   o c c u r   b e t w e e n   n o w   a n d   w h e n   f u t u r e  

those  recommendat ions.   A l l   fu ture  wi lderness  recommendat ions  wi l l  
wi lderness  recommendations  are  made  to  Congress  wi l l   be  ref lected in 

recogn ize   va l i d   ex i s t i ng   r i gh ts ,   i nc lud ing   r i gh ts -o f -way   under   RS 2477. 

Based  on  a p re l im inary   rev iew,  it is   de termined  tha t   the   fo l low ing   federa l  
nonwi lderness   lands   do   no t   meet   the   c r i te r ia   (see   Wi lderness   Su i tab i l i t y  
map in back   pocket ) :  1) a n a r r o w   s t r i p   o f   l a n d   p a r a l l e l i n g   t h e   s h o r e   o f  
the   Ma lasp ina   fo re lands   (w i th in  100 y a r d s  of mean high t i de )   i s   unsu i tab le  
because  o f   commerc ia l   f ish ing  act iv i t ies ;  2) the   a rea   a round  Ch isana  i s  
unsui tab le  because of ex tens ive   min ing   deve lopment   and  nonfedera l  
in terests ;  3) severa l   sca t te red   parce ls   o f   federa l   land   be tween  the   Copper  

nonfedera l   lands ;   4 )   the   Kusku lana  R iver   va l ley   i s   unsu i tab le   because  o f  
R iver   and  Mt .   Drum  a re   unsu i tab le   because  they   a re   sur rounded by 

w i th in   t he   va l l ey ;  5) an  area  east of M c C a r t h y   i s   u n s u i t a b l e   b e c a u s e   o f  
min ing  development   and  wel l -def ined  routes  to   severa l   nonfedera l   in terests  

and  numerous  bu i ld ings;  6) an  area  between  the  Nabesna  Road  and 
i ts   extens ive  min ing  c la ims,   act ive  min ing  operat ions,   human  habi ta t ion,  

Tanada   Lake ,   and   t he   Sus lo ta   Lake   t ra i l   no r th  of the  Nabesna  Road  that  
a l lows  access  to   BLM  lands  nor th   o f   the  preserve,   are  unsui tab le  because 
of   the  impacts   f rom  regular ly   used  access  routes  for   subs is tence,  
recreat ion,   and  nonfedera l   in terests ;   and  7)   the  main  road  corr idors 
(Ch i t ina-McCar thy  Road,  Nabesna  Road,  Dan  Creek  Road,  and  Kennicott 
Road). . 
w i t h i n   t h e   p a r k / p r e s e r v e   m e e t  the   c r i t e r i a   as   es tab l i shed  by t h e  
In to ta l ,   approx imate ly  2,243,800 acres   o f   nonwi lderness   federa l   lands  

Wi lde rness   Ac t .   A l l   l ands   de te rm ined   su i tab le   f o r   w i l de rness   des igna t ion  
w i l l   be   managed  under   the   te rms  o f   ANILCA to main ta in   the   w i lderness  
cha rac te r   and   va lues   o f   t he   l ands  until designat ion  recommendat ions  have 
been  p roposed  and  Congress   has   ac ted   on   these  p roposa ls .  

Recommendat ions  on  whether   to   des ignate  su i tab le  areas  as  wi lderness  wi l l  
be  made  fo l lowing  complet ion  o f   the GMP. A n  EIS w i l l   be   p repared  as  

oppor tun i ty   to   rev iew  and  comment   on   these  recommendat ions ,   and  pub l i c  
par t   o f   the   w i lderness   recommendat ion   p rocess .   The  pub l i c   w i l l   have  the  

hear ings   w i l l   be   he ld .   Upon  comple t ion   o f   the  EIS and  secre tar ia l   rev iew,  
the   p res ident   i s   to   make  h is   recommendat ions   to   Congress .  

Wilderness  management for those  lands   a l ready   des ignated  as wi lderness 

management   for   the  park/preserve.   Wi lderness  management  i s  d iscussed 
has   been  in tegra ted   w i th   o ther   aspec ts  of v i s i t o r   use   and   resource  

in more  deta i l  in append ix  H .  
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A rev iew  o f  a l l  l ands   w i th in  t h e  p r e s e r v e   r e g a r d i n g   t h e i r   s u i t a b i l i t y   o r  

accordance  wi th   sect ion  1317  o f   ANILCA and sect ion 3 o f  the Wilderness 
n o n s u i t a b i l i t y   f o r   p r e s e r v a t i o n  as wi lderness  has  been  accompl ished in 

A c t .  

The  Wi lderness   Ac t   c rea ted  a na t iona l   w i lderness   p reserva t ion   sys tem  to  
be  made up o f   federa l l y   owned  lands   des ignated  by Congress .   The   i n ten t  
was to   "secure   fo r   the   Amer ican  peop le   o f   p resent   and future generat ions 
t h e   b e n e f i t s   o f   a n   e n d u r i n g   r e s o u r c e   o f   w i l d e r n e s s . "   T h e   a c t   d e f i n e s  
wi lderness:  

A wi lderness,  in cont ras t   w i th   those  a reas   where   man  and  h is  
own  works  dominate  the  landscape,   is  . . . an  a rea   where   the  
ear th   and  i t s   communi ty   o f   l i fe   a re   un t rammeled by man,  where 
man  himsel f   is  a v i s i t o r   who   does   no t   rema in .   An   a rea   o f  
wi lderness  is  . . . an  area  o f   undeveloped  federa l   land 
re ta in ing   i t s   p r imeva l   cha rac te r   and   i n f l uence ,   w i thou t  

and  managed so as t o   p r e s e r v e   i t s  na tura l   cond i t ions  and  wh ich  
permanent   improvements  or   human habi ta t ion,   which  is  p ro tec ted  

(1) genera l l y   appears   t o   have   been   a f fec ted   p r imar i l y  by t h e  
fo rces   o f   na tu re ,   w i th   t he   impr in t   o f   man 's   work   subs tan t i a l l y  
unnot iceable;  (2) has   ou ts tand ing   oppor tun i t i es   f o r   so l i t ude   o r  a 
p r im i t i ve   and   uncon f ined   t ype   o f   rec rea t i on ;   (3 )   has   a t   l eas t  
f i v e   t h o u s a n d   a c r e s   o f   l a n d   o r   i s   o f   s u f f i c i e n t   s i z e   a s   t o   m a k e  
p rac t i cab le   i t s   p rese rva t i on   and   use  in an  un impa i red   cond i t ion ;  

fea tures  o f   sc ien t i f i c ,  educational,  scenic, o r   h i s t o r i c a l  va lue.  
and (4) may  also contain  ecological,  geological, o r  o t h e r  

The   W i lde rness   Ac t   p roh ib i t s   ce r ta in   uses  in wi lderness  areas,   s ta t ing 
tha t   commerc ia l   en terpr ise ,   permanent   o r   temporary   roads   no t   "necessary  
to   meet   min imum  requi rements  for   the  admin is t ra t ion  o f   the  area,"  
motor ized   veh ic les   and  equ ipment ,   and  s t ruc tu res   a re   incompat ib le   w i th  
wi lderness.   However ,   ANILCA  enacts   cer ta in   wi lderness  management  
p rov i s ions   f o r   A laska ,  in recogn i t i on   o f   i t s   un ique   cond i t i ons .   Sec t i on  
1315 pe rm i t s   t he   con t inua t ion   o f   ex i s t i ng   pub l i c   use   cab ins   and   t he  
c o n s t r u c t i o n   o f  a l im i ted   number   o f   new  pub l i c   use   cab ins   o r   she l te rs  if 
app rop r ia te   and   under   ce r ta in   res t r i c t i ons .   Sec t i on  1110 au tho r i zes   t he  
use  o f   motorboats ,   snowmachines,   and  a i rp lanes  for   t rad i t ional   act iv i t ies  

of   estab l ished uses o f  a i r c r a f t   a n d  motorboats in al l  areas  unless 
in wi lderness study areas,   and  federa l  regu la t ions  allow t h e  cont inuat ion  

spec i f i ca l l y   p roh ib i ted  by the   super in tendent ,   Wi lderness   des ignat ion   w i l l  
n o t   p r o h i b i t   o r   o t h e r w i s e   r e s t r i c t   s p o r t  hunting, f i s h i n g ,   t r a p p i n g ,   o r  
t rad i t iona l   subs is tence  ac t i v i t ies  in t h e   p r e s e r v e .  

The  w i lderness   su i tab i l i t y   rev iew  examined a l l  lands in t h e   p r e s e r v e   o n   a n  

Mounta in /Windfa l l   a rea .   The  c r i te r ia   fo r   su i tab i l i t y   inc luded  fac to rs   o f  
ind iv idua l   d ra inage  bas is   except   fo r   the   N imrod  Peak /Squaw 

ownership,   ex is t ing  uses,   env i ronmenta l   character ,   and  s ize of a rea .   The 
ratings o f  each area  against   these  cr i ter ia   are  l is ted in table  10.  

A l l   fac to rs   were   then  examined  together   to   de termine   each  d ra inage 's  
su i tab i l i t y   fo r   w i lderness   des ignat ion .   Genera l l y ,   those  d ra inages   w i th  
large  amounts o f  nonfederal   land  or  unpatented  mining  c la ims  were  deemed 
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unsui tab le  for   wi lderness  because  o f   the  assoc iated high p r o b a b i l i t y  of 
env i ronmen ta l   impac ts   w i th in   t he i r   wa te rsheds .  

The  lands  deemed  su i tab le  for   wi lderness  des ignat ion  inc lude 
approximately  1,815,370  acres.  This  is 72 percent   o f   the   to ta l   ac reage of 
t h e   p r e s e r v e  and 85 percent   o f   the   federa l   ac reage in the   p rese rve .  To 
create  manageable units, the  dra inages  would  be  combined as fo l lows: 

Char ley  unit (1,236,270  acres):   Char ley  River,   Weshr inar in  Creek, 
Wash ing ton   Creek ,   and  upper   Seventymi le   R iver  

Eureka unit (118,770  acres):   Andrew  and  Eureka  creeks 

Kathu l  unit (116,780  acres):   Kandik  River  and  Rock  Creek 

area  and  Nat ion  River  
Nimrod unit (114,780  acres):  Nimrod  Peak/Squaw  Mountain/Windfal l  

Webber  creeks 
T h a n k s g i v i n g  unit (102,030  acres):   Takoma,  Thanksgiv ing,  and 

Montauk unit (79,710  acres) :   Mich igan,   Trout ,   and  Montauk  creeks 

Seven  Creeks unit (47,030 acres):  Glenn,  Keenan,  Logan,  Dewey, 
But te ,   S ly ,   and  Bu l l   c reeks  

These  outs tanding  pr imi t ive  areas  inc lude a des igna ted   na t i ona l   w i l d   r i ve r ,  
and o the r   ou ts tand ing   na tu ra l   f ea tu res  in ef f ic ient   management   un i ts .  
The   Char ley   bas in ,  a p r im i t i ve   watershed  spec ia l l y   recogn ized by 

f u r t h e r   c a r r y   o u t   t h e   i n t e n t  of Congress   to   ma in ta in  it in i t s   n a t u r a l   a n d  
Congress, i s  par t i cu la r ly   su i tab le ,   and  i t s   des ignat ion   as   w i lderness   wou ld  

appl icat ions in any  of t hese   un i t s   a re   no t   expec ted  to  a f fec t   w i lderness  
undeve loped  cond i t ion .   The  na t ive   a l lo tment   and  cemetery /h is to r ic   s i te  

su i tab i l i t y :  If c o n v e y e d ,   t h e y   c o u l d   b e   e a s i l y   e x c l u d e d ,   o r  if n o t  

t rad i t iona l   ac t i v i t ies   o f   the   ho lders   o f   these  a l lo tments .  
exc luded,   w i lderness   des ignat ion   i s   no t   l i ke ly   to   have  an   e f fec t   on   the  

Fo l low ing   ana lys is   o f   pub l i c   response  on   th is   su i tab i l i t y   rev iew,   the  
Nat ional   Park  Service  may  make a w i l de rness   p roposa l   t o   t he   sec re ta ry   o f  
t h e   i n t e r i o r ,   w h o   w i l l  in turn make a recommendat ion  regard ing  wi lderness 
des igna t ion   t o   t he   p res iden t   and   Congress .  A s  r e q u i r e d  in A N I L C A ,   t h e  
pres ident   i s   to   make  h is   recommendat ions   p r io r   to   December  2, 1987. 

Serv ice  proposal ,   w i lderness  can  be  des ignated  on ly  by Congress,   and 
Regard less   o f   t h i s   su i tab i l i t y   rev iew   o r   any   subsequen t   Na t iona l   Pa rk  

any subsequent   change in the  s ta tus  and  management   o f   des ignated  areas 
can  also  be  accompl ished  only by Congress.  

110 



! 

WILDERNESS 
SUlTABlLlTy 


